COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th July 2005 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott, Mayor

M T Weston, Deputy Mayor

Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps




P C Rob Dix, Gloucestershire Constabulary 




County Councillor P Chamberlain




District Councillor Professor A Bensted

Members of the public: Mr J Watkins, Mr J Mason and
Master R Atherley

APOLOGIES received and accepted: Councillor C P Kay and Councillor J A Shaw

APOLOGIES received: District Councillor Mrs P Evans

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that the speaker P C Bob Lloyd was unable to attend the meeting.
P C ROB DIX, GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY

PC Dix advised the Council that he was not attending the meeting in a position of authority but specifically to ask the Council to consider the provision of a Youth Shelter in the Town.  The majority of young people caused no problems and just needed somewhere which was safe, lit and visible to meet together without too much disruption to the community.

Two central locations were highlighted with PC Dix looking to the Council for support.  Some funding might be possible through Crime & Disorder partnership.

Councillor R Phelps proposed that Coleford Town Council look at the provision of a Youth Shelter with a view to work with the police on the Crime & Disorder Partnership and the local young people.  Funding to be looked at for the budget in 2006/7.

Councillor M Lacey seconded the proposal.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked PC Dix and asked him to meet with the young people and investigate funding for the project.

PC Dix left the meeting at 7.21pm.   
The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 28th June 2005, having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.
Proposed:
Councillor C Lusty

Seconded:
Councillor C Elsmore
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

62 (a)
60TH ANNIVERSARY END OF WAR COMMEMORATIONS – UPDATE
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott reported on the week’s successful events.  Councillor M Lacey and Councillor R Phelps apologised for not being able to attend any events but had both received feedback that the events were much appreciated by parishioners who had attended.
Written confirmation of funding had still not been received but was expected in the next few days.
62 (b)
NEW DOG BINS – UPDATE

The Clerk advised Members that an additional dog bin had been provided at Milkwall.  Regular checks from PCSO and the Dog Warden had been requested.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

63.
TARMAC LTD – EXTENSION TO STOWFIELD QUARRY AND SCOPING OPINION


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott asked Mr Watkins of the Scowles & Crossways Action Group to speak regarding the Scoping Opinions.
Mr Watkins advised that he had been given a copy of the Scoping Opinion by the Clerk as the Action Group themselves did not receive documentation directly from the County Council.  He had spoken with the County Council that day.  He had several concerns with the documents namely:

· noise, 

· geological effects and the arrival and disappearance of four million gallons of water at Rogers Quarry, 

· disregard to the Mineral plan, 

· pooling of tonnage between Rogers and Stowfield quarries.

County Councillor P Chamberlain advised that parishes were not consultees for Scoping Opinions and due to a County Council error regarding the date the document had been adopted in early July.  The County Council was asking for a new transport assessment, investigations into the environmental features likely to be affected and, as the site lies in a flood zone, any adverse effect that could affect scheduled ancient monuments.  The County Council are aware of the problems.  The Scoping has to go ahead and must be approved by the Planning Committee with Tarmac having to present their case.  The hydrological survey must cover the whole Forest.

Councillors concerns covered:

· The Town Council not being a consultee and error regarding dates for commenting on the application.
· Environmental concerns in the whole area, not only the quarry.
· Large companies taking control of a whole area without local awareness.

Councillors applauded the diligence of the Action Group.  The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked County Councillor, P Chamberlain for his diligence.

The Clerk was instructed to write to the County Council expressing the disappointment at lack of consultation and the error in the dates.

Members thanked Mr Watkins for addressing the meeting. 
64.
KGV PLAYING FIELD – FENCING


A complaint had been received regarding motor bikes gaining access to the playing field through a hole in the hedge.  Members agreed for the situation to be monitored regularly.
65.
IMPROVEMENT OF FACILITIES IN PLAY AREAS – ARRANGEMENT OF MEETING


Following discussions a meeting with Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Councillor C Elsmore, Councillor Mrs S Merrikin, Councillor N Penny and Councillor R Phelps was arranged for Wednesday 3rd August at 7pm.
66.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 12th July and 26th July 2005 having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

12th July – Proposed: Councillor M Lacey
Seconded: Councillor R Phelps
26th July – Proposed: Councillor M Lacey
Seconded: Councillor R Phelps
FOR INFORMATION ONLY
Appeal Reference: APP/P1615/A/05/1175997

Land at Plots 1-4 Lords Hill, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8BD

· The appeal is made by Lordgate Developments Ltd under Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against a refusal of planning permission by the Forest of Dean District Council.
· The application (Reference DF1092/4/D and P0009/05/FUL), DATED 23 December 2004, was refused by a notice dated 7 February 2005.

· The development proposed was described in the application as: “Amendment of planning permission DF.1092/3/F/Ap relating to plots1-4 (amended curtilage only)”

DF7/G4

9 Crown Meadow, Coalway, Coleford
(P1058/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a first floor extension to dwelling
OBSERVATIONS
No objection
DF12033/A

4 Wood Road, Mile End, Coleford
(P1037/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a replacement conservatory
OBSERVATIONS
No objection
DF401/H

Land between 16 and 18 Worcester Walk, Broadwell, Coleford
(P1033/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of 4 dwellings with associated parking facilities 
OBSERVATIONS
Objection – hydraulic overload.  Advise West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust
DF8854/B

Alford Cottage, Staunton Road, Coleford
(P1004/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a replacement porch
OBSERVATIONS
No objection
DF1092/4/L

5 Kings Meade, Coleford
(P1078/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of a conservatory.  (Revised scheme)
OBSERVATIONS
No objection
DF4671/1/K

3 High Delf Court, Holcot Road, Coalway, Coleford
(P1065/05/FUL)

DEVELOPMENT
Internal adaptations and alterations to front elevation
OBSERVATIONS
No objection

CORRESPONDENCE
68.
INVITATION – DEAN HERITAGE CENTRE – REOPENING OF NEW EXHIBITION 28TH JULY


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin to attend this exhibition. 
69.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK: STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – PRELIMINARY DRAFT – CONSULTATION


Councillor C Elsmore agreed to review this document.
70.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – RE BOBBY BUS


A letter was read from PC Nigel Lawrence, Gloucestershire Constabulary regarding the Bobby Bus Service.  Members suggested that this service would be welcome in areas other than those already attended even if the bus just drove through.  Evening and weekend visits would be a good opportunity to talk to people who work during the week. 
71.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL:

TRAINING RE PLANNING 10TH AND 11TH AUGUST


Members agreed to attend the training sessions on 10th or 11th August.

LOCAL PLAN REVIEW – FURTHER MODIFICATIONS

All Members requested a copy of this document.
72.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY – WALES – WYE CAMS AWARENESS


A letter and leaflet had been received, Members requested the Clerk to complete and return the slip provided.
73.
COLEFORD BAPTIST CHURCH – REQUEST RE CAROL SINGING 17TH DECEMBER 2005 


Members agreed the request for Carol Singing on 17th December.
74.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GEO-CONSERVATION TRUST – ADVANCE NOTICE RE GEOLOGY PROJECT


Members requested the Clerk reply supporting this project and ask if the Town Council could be involved in any consultations. 
75.
WYEDEAN HOUSING RE – 32 ALBERT ROAD, COLEFORD


Wyedean Housing had responded to the Councils previous correspondence with further information on the use of the property to re-integrate former drug users.

Members again expressed extreme concerns regarding the properties close proximity to St John’s Primary School and the Childrens Opportunity Centre. The purchase of the property had been grant aided by the District Council and concerns were raised regarding future funding for the support of the project.  


The Clerk was instructed to write to Wyedean Housing objecting to the use of this property for re-integration purposes.


District Councillor Professor A Bensted expressed his concerns as he had not seen the proposal details before.  He would pass his concerns to the Chief Executive of the District Council, Tim Perrin.
76.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL EDUCATIONS – SCHOOLS REVIEW UPDATE


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin agreed to review this document.
77.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL CORPORATE PLAN 2005/8


Members noted the Corporate Plan was held on file in the office.
78.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL:

HIGHWAYS – SEMINAR 5TH OCTOBER


Councillor C Elsmore agreed to attend this Seminar.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP PRIORITIES ACTION PLAN 2005

Members noted this Action Plan.

EMAIL – GREAT GLOUCESTERSHIRE DEBATE


Members noted this e-mail.

PROVISIONAL TRANSPORT EXPENDITURE PLAN 2006/11

County Councillor P Chamberlain referred to the extensive consultation over the original plan which was immediately changed by the new administration.  Concerns were raised that this new plan could bring an overall loss to the county.


An extension to the meeting was proposed.

Proposed: 
Councillor D Atherley

Seconded: 
Councillor C Lusty

Councillor R Phelps left the meeting at 9pm.
79.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ENVIRONMENT – SNOW WARDEN & PLOUGH OPERATOR


A letter had been received requesting details for a 2005/06 snow warden, Councillor C Elsmore agreed to continue as snow warden for the parish.

Unfortunately no plough operator had been accredited for the parish.
80.
ST JOHN’S 1ST AID TRAINING


Members agreed for the Clerk and Administrative Assistant to attend a half day training course for Emergency Aid for Appointed Persons. 
81.
FOREST OF DEAN – INFORMATION HANDBOOK 


Following discussion Members agreed not to contribute towards this handbook.

Councillor D Atherley left the meeting at 9.10pm.
82.
AVON, GLOUCESTERSHIRE & WILTSHIRE NHS – NEW AMBULANCE TRUST DOCUMENT

Deputy Mayor, M Weston, Councillor C Lusty and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin requested a copy of this document.

83.
COMMON LAND SEMINAR


Members agreed that the cost of attending this Seminar was prohibitive.
84.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin reported that she had attended a meeting at the District Council regarding road deaths.  Planning meetings had been arranged to start in September. 
Councillor Mrs S Merrikin gave details of forthcoming Cricket events:
Under 15’s Cricket – 10th or 12th August

Under 13’s Cricket – 26th August

An update on what was happening regarding the funding for the public conveniences in Newland Street was requested by Councillor Mrs S Merrikin, Members requested the Clerk write to the District Council for an update and reply within 7days.  

County Councillor, P Chamberlain left the meeting at 9.22pm.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham informed Members of information she had regarding Dilke Hospital.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston – referring to Coleford in Bloom was advised that costings were being sought for walling the Town Centre borders.
ACCOUNTS

2788 V Mitchell – Salary July




          
1268.10

2789 C Wilkins – Salary July






  570.07

2790 Gloucestershire County Council – Pension fund – July

  451.81

2791 Inland Revenue – Deductions – July




  564.96

2792 Ernest Heal & Sons – Millennium Plaque – Cemetery


    94.00  

2793 Ernest Heal & Sons – Grave digging




  574.00
2794 Ernest Heal & Sons – Bin emptying




    35.00
2795 P J & P D Adams – Grass cutting




5076.31
2796 P J & P D Adams – Re-seed goals KGV



  291.17

2797 British Telecom – Office





  168.57

2798 npower – Clock Tower






    70.09

2799 Gloucestershire Media – advert 60th Anniversary


  109.09

2800 Ernest Heal & Sons – Bins – May/June




    88.12

2801 OfficeStar – Stationery






    16.37

2802 OfficeStar – Stationery






    33.68

2803 British Gas – Office






    96.50

2804 Forest of Dean District Council – Council Tax



  126.12

2805 I Love Paydays – payroll prep





    17.63

2806 Petty Cash







    25.00

2807 Eskimarket







    69.46

2808 Bells Hotel







1200.00

2809 P Bolter








  120.84

2810 Paul Smith







  616.87

2811 Lydney Dial-a-Ride






    48.80

2812 Lynn & James Blanch






  140.00

2813 Sunflowers







  100.00

2814 St John’s Church – food






  297.60

2815 Shoo Rayner







    17.63

2816 Sweet Sensations






  450.00

2817 Mr Flag.com







    95.18

2818 Peeks of Bournemouth






  521.08

2819 A F Fowler







   57.75

2820 Bristol Costume Services





   78.14

2821 Adam Scott







   54.90

Total








         13545.09
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm.
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